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CHARGE TO A YOUNG MINISTER.* 


We meet you here to-night, Sir, as friends and brothers in the 
common cause of our holy faith. We have no official authority 
to impose commands upen you. Nor can we confer any such 
authority upon you to impose commands upon others. And yet 


what authority so high as that of the true ministers of Christ ? To 


them are given the keys of the kingdom of Heaven. Whatsoever 
they shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever 
they shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. But their 
authority stands not in the office which they hold ; but in the truth 
which holds them. The minister of Christ is the child of truth; 
‘born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God.” And such a minister rests not upon his certifi- 
cate of ordination ; he does not co about to ¢ stablish a succession 
of gifts coming through more than five thousand generations from 
the Apostle Peter to himself; his appeal is to the truth, and his 
speech and his life are “in demonstration of the spirit and with 
power.” My brother, we pray that you may be such a minister ; 
one of that God-ordained priesthood, who are daily bearing to the 


altars of philanthropy and piety truthful, benevolent and holy 


* Delivered at the Ordination of Mr. Frederi Huidekoper, Oct. 13, 1843, 
by Rev. G. W. Hosmer 
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lives. Need I say where that priesthood may be found? No one 
sect can claim it; in the highest sense, it is a Catholic Priesthood. 
It embraces men of the most diverse creeds. Fenelon and J remy 
Taylor, George Fox and John Wesley, and Robert Hall and 
Edwards and Channing and Tuckerman, all these, are of one 
noble brotherhoo 1_—God’s elect ! What so desirable as to b 
enrolled in such a fellowship ? Not as a Catholic or a Protestant, 
not as a Baptist or Methodist, Trinitarian or Unitarian, but as a 
minister of truth. 

My brother, we gladly believe 


prayer to-night, in earnest to devote your life to the ministry of 


reconciliation. According to the spirit with which you enter upon 
your work will be the fruit of your labors. hould waste time 
and words were I to specify the duties of your life. Be thoroughly 
earnest, and they will rise to your mind, each in its due season ; 
and you will be moved as by instinct to the best w Lys and means 
of performing them. T earnest minister never labors in vain. 
The wise ones of this world may think h is spending his strength 
for naucht, and faithless time-servers may cry out ipon his impru- 
dences ; but the work to which he puts his hand w ve onwal 


minds are ponderous bodies of divinity, and others who are accom- 
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lisk d ny] + tare } ara wa il Latn lane fae tha alvati 4 
plishe Nulpit orators, who are really doing | ss for the salvation of 
man than some half-educated men among us, whose souls are 


wrought up to the highest piich of earnestness. Muny ministers 


I [ 
‘ ] + } +! ‘ ‘fale 
are n rnest in work. N at they are intentionally false, 
‘ Zz . | wes bit ¢} ' ¢ under the 
and \ y ie s 1 houow 5; Dut their spirit dies under the 
rep 1 of form hey become autom 


Iam I that this counsel to be earnest may scem to you 
quite n ry. Lou are earnest; you have irveye l the field 
of your labors, and your heart swells with fresh emotion. It may 
seem sti » to you at this hour that any Christian minister can be 
( rwise than earnest. And so it might seem strange to any inex- 
perienced man. Ti indeed, what excitements to earnestness 
there are in the offic f the minister! As we look around us, we 
see pal | false life in great variety. Refined sensualism, 


which the world perversely enough calls good living, and avarice, 


and fash \ frivolity, and heinous sin, are all withholding men 
from the tru yment of this life, and what is unspeakably worse, 
preventing due preparation for future states of being. Life, as 
th s¢ it,is a poor miserable experiment ft r happiness ; and 
fear | doubt cloud the visions of the future. God’s love and 


care for u 1ot recognised ; his gifts are perverted ; and multi- 
tud ft who were created in the image of their Maker, and 

»lay hold upon glory, honor and immortality, are prepariag 
the: \ for the tribulation and anguish of remorse. Muititudes 
irned away from the face and favor of 
l‘ather, and are unconscious of what loss they sustain. And 


trive to bring 


it is the minister’s oflice to go in Christ’s stead and 

these wanderers to themselves, and lead them ick to their Father. 

It is his ofl to rouse the dormant spirit, and give vigor to the 

pulsations of the inner life ; to open the eyes of the blind and help 

em to see those precipices, upon the very brinks of which they 
' 1 


} } } ] ’ 
are walkiny, and thence to ¢ scape, and go up to heavenly piaces, 


Having the New Testament in his hands, containing the life and 
teachings of Jesus and his Apostles, the minister is thoroughly 
furnished to his work. And indeed it would seem that he could 
not but be earnest ;—fellow-men to be saved from ignorance, error, 
and sin; and the power of God in the truths of the Gospel com- 


mitted to him, with which he may help them to secure their salva- 
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tion! And yet the fact, the want of earnestness in the Christian 


ministry, stares us in the face. 


We fail to be earnest in our work fortwo reasons. First, we par- 


take of the spiritual blindness that has smitten this money-making 
age. Spirit that is out of sight is out of mind. Religious truths 
ar . sre ahoterant . ¢ +1 ° +} ] TI ’ hte 
are mystic abstractions, say the wise ones of this woriad. hougnts 
and affections cannot be turned into gold ; conscience cannot give 
meat and drink to the appetites ; and therefore men bear about thei 
souls as travellers carry life-preservers, not for present use, but 


for mortal emergencies. All men talk about spirit and immor- 


| | . 
when we meet a really living soul, a true man, who ts obedient t 
the heave Vy vision | y walks w 1 rod, we I surprised to 
see how blind and uncons s we have beer \ her reason that 
we fail to be earnest in our ministry is, that we have not faith in 
the pow ol t ith to recenerat ne ens m iT ra ! 
‘ think 
changes ins ety por think there 1s no! h changes 


being wroucglit ; they are almost satisfied with the worid as it Is. And 


others, who e need of regeneration in t ! sofs tv, sit 
with their hands folded, because they have no faith that they can 
do any thing but repeat tne pulsat ms of their old life. They 
vaguely talk about w yor prov tia s toa . 
the sins and follies of men; they would cast themsel ipon the 
stream of mighty destinies, to float along ; | meant make no 
earnest effort to open new veins in th nes of truth, or even to 


that they were made to be virtuousand happy. Place 
before you until they are as quickly and distinctly re ‘ognised as 
any visible fact of the exterior |if And again | charge you, to 


cherish faith in the power of truth to regenerate the spirit and 
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reform society. Already truth has done much. The truth as it is 
in Jesus has wrought creat changes; and if its ministers labor with 
deep earnestness, it will advance to new victories. 

We deal with things invisible. We must be spirit-seers. We 
must feel, and strive to make others feel, that we all have entered 
upon etern ty. T me 1S one ol its SUCCESSIVE pe riods. This life is 
its introductory scene. Now we are sowing seed; and “ whatso- 


’ 1 1 } 1 } 
ever a man soweth that shall he also reap. He that soweth to the 


flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; he that soweth to the 
spirit shall of the spirit reap life everlasting. lake these old 
truths and others which the Ser ptures declare.—truths of God, of 


the spirit, of immortality and retribution, which have become stale 


’ , , , , , 
by unfeeli repetition,—and make them new to all who shall hear 


you. In the most fa r texts and spiritual facts of the New 


4d by ‘ + +} . a s 2 } ] +} ¢ le 
Testament there are « s of life-giving power, which thousands 
have not yet discover Draw up those life-waters to refresh 
the souls of thos ul nd you. 

‘ , . , ‘ , ° 7 

God has blessed you with powers and opportunities to add to the 
worlds tr veaith; go into the deep mines of spirit, by those paths 


which the teachings of Christ indicate, and bring forth the pure gold, 


and seatter it far and wide along these valleys and over all these 


that t] nery may be fed and the sick made whol Bring 
1) S, ! nunnery m ly i and the sick Made noire, rine 
forth treasures both new and old. But waste not your life in search 
of novelty. ‘The best new things come out of the heart of the old. 
Orig y comes not so much from wandering far, as from 
aivgoin uit ) 

My brother, the memories of solemn events come 1p here to-night, 
like messengers from God, to charge you. Death is making sad 


vacancies in the portion of the Lord’s vineyard which is assigned 
to our care. The laborers are few, and the best are falling just at 
this season when the fields are all white for the harvest. We had 


not ceased to regret our loss of Channing and Greenwood ; and 


now the melancholy tidings come that Ware too has gone and left 
us. And as such men depart, what is to become of the Lord’s 
vineyard ? Who shall assume the responsibilities which they so 
faithfully bore? My brother, these responsibilities must fall upon 
us whom those fathers have instructed. We must feed the hungry, 


and clothe the naked ; give sight to the blind, and wholeness to the 
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give a labor to their lives and a hope to their hearts. It has its 
advocates among the good, and if it be more of an error than of a 
truth, the good will be its victims. 

But what is this principle of Association, what is its justifica- 


tion, and at what does it aim? Let us answer these questions, 
’ i 


and then apply to the subject as we best may the lessons of expe- 


rience and of religious wisdom. 
The theory which is aimed after in all the plans offered for an 


associated community on Christian principles, the theory of them 
all, justifies itself by holding up the enormous sum of social evils 
and alleging a remedy. The sum of all social evils :—this is indeed 
a fearful vision to look upon with a steadfast eye, and there are but 


few whom its sincere contemplation does not rouse to an exciting 


effort to do some thing to redeem its horrors The sum of all social 
evils is the disease which the advocates in neral of association 
allege that they can mitigate. As among them are individuals of 


very diilerent taste, character, condition and culture, individuals 


dwell especially upon one or another evil which enters into that 
great sum. ‘To one, civil government, with its taxes, its requisi- 


tions, its oaths, its penalties, its executions, its weapons of war, Isa 


heavy and intolerable grievan lo another, the u ilities of 
social life, the different scale of remunerating ditlerent kinds of 
labor, the unjust prejud es and | iruualities which destroy cood fel- 
lowship, seem to be the obstacles in the w ly ¢ f the happ ness of the 
multitude. Then gain, the strivings of the rich and the poor, the 
contrast between tl blazing show ar t cheering comforts of 
wealth and the hard, chill penury of the destitute, the distinctions 
of caste and fashion founded in and leading to favoritism and gross 
injustice, these are the chief ev wh existin social usages 
appear to some to foster. And then, there are those wh« put men- 
tal and moral cultivation above all other things to be desired in this 
world, and as they would diffuse th lvantage of them to all alike, 
they complain that as things now ar this cannot be done. Such are 


some of the particular grievances which different individuals will 


single out with stress from the sum oi L se evi They see 


} } 


alaces and | | = we , — oe @ hlic 
palaces an noveis im a city Ssiaves and masters in a republic. 


They see the rich culprit received with bows and honors, and the 


forsaken child of poverty educated in prisons for small offences, 
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and hung upon the gallows for a great offence. They see society 
training and then despising its victims. They see justice perverted 
by bribes, and oppression triumphing over the ignorant. They 
witness the increase of luxury and of crime, the night turned into 
day, and the day into night. They know that thousands pass 
through the world finding it a wilderness of thorns and briars, 
leading a wholly unprofitable existence, bearing many burdens 


OSE d. meet 


which God has not im; 


ing discomfitures and annoyances, 
treasuring up regrets for their old age, and feeling a sense of ex- 
quisite relief when told that they are dying. Behold of what the 


sum of social evils consists when put into some of its details. 


} } | , laf ues ] 
A remedy must be sought after. All of us who are worthy to live 


are seeking after a remedy, and are putting one or another remedy 
on trial, as far as we are doing anything that 1s profitable, or just, 
or kind. ‘Th \ ite of an associated community offers his; it 

¢} ba scol . . , It +] ; are | ntift_al ifs 
Is this which we ( examining. S theories are eaulital, US 
promises are ring. And let us say at once, that as Christians 
we difler not from him as regards this awful sum of social evils or 
—— a It is neither right , —_ aD Ae. ‘ 
its particulars. neither right nor wise, neither possible nor 


} 


expedient toconceal them. They may nevertheless be exaggerated, 
and what is worse, bad passions may be mingled in the exposure of 
them. It is the aim of the Association the ory to remove them and 
all r particulars, by Christian law and policy, or at least by the 
legislation of | inthropy. It is proposed that in one large habita- 


tion or in several united habitations there should be gathered a num- 


ber of men, womenandc lren, sufficient to produce among them- 
selves it I ( ' Ss ol e.a ) » fore ich other all the ser- 
vices whichall their ral, intellectual, physical, social and religious 
natures 1 re. Dom stic privacy is to be held sacred as far as will 
not conflict with this essential object of mutual, common help in all 
things x I m| rs are to be empk ye | ind {Te rent ways accord- 
ing to their capacities and proper preferences, but all are to work 


toge ther, that all em vments may be alike honore d.as now they are 


not; for while we say we are all workers, we do judge each other 





according to the materials with which we work,—so that the selling 
by the barrel makes a merchant, and the selling by the pound 
makes a huckster, and the one is a gentleman, and the other is not. 


And again, in the cor munity all are to receive equal payment for 
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pendence, and energy of character; exalted talents would find but 
an insufficient sphere for their exercise, 1 a tame mediocrity 
would be the most favorable condition of its me Life ina 
community would likewise offer tempta s to worst forms of 
m ] ; ] ] ] + + ‘ - } 
immorality, with facilities and concealments. Let tl heory be 
put in practice on a large scale any where, and a fair representa- 
tion of a classes of society be cathe re | na<« } nitv, and 
though none might starve, the majoritv, we may reas y expect, 
ould be at ee , eel 
woul D0 l at ¢ se, aisconient and j uy ess W id abound, 
—— 1d} P a . 
and all who could have it would sich for the idow of their own 
private roofs 
: , ; 5 P ' ; 
A third suggestion which a wise view of s Ass ition theory 
calls up before the mind ts this ;—the th S ct oppo- 
sition to that present social system, which, { s it may be, has 
een recommended to CIN ! ns by ed experi- 
ence and long trial The civi IW s { nto this t 
—or rather we should say—the civ ed Ww s chosen this 
‘ rs + | + P } 
system, part by part, has tried . having witnessed in 
some attempted communities a iter or less depal t. the 
civilized world has continued to \ s 1 as the St 
We sav not t t oul S tl t system poss e; far trom 
but we are contide) it it is ie rroundw k, t 8) Ss, upon 
which, without removing the foundation, con re rations are 
to b l, to make W ever impro\ ec! t r chang 
ecireu nces ! | iuiier @NXT ences Ss ig S N yW 1 
Association tl ry would destroy ali this } air, and 
) | + i 
making sia S ¢ ot m 4 vi \ iS as ll 
} ’ ] ] i 
they were bre and | ring na ! . s0f- 
etting that rits are cove OV lesh » and 
SuUSDeI iF the Scait ol Ss W I i Il 1 or l ne 
pivot to hold them, they wo t ( y ft » ch S t 
sunset, that they may look next mor yn a fair world of 
| 
their own ( mot WIS nus ( \ e& Exp ence of ages, 
nor will any such m« am sé S safe for flesh and 
blood. For what do this long ex I e of the Wwe i and the 
, : : 
trial of its present social system tea ] hey teach us several 
good lessons which are utterly sct at nought in the Association 
theorv Let us just State two of these lessons 
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he first distinct and undeniable lesson of long experience is, 
that rsonal interest, his own individua profit, is the best basis of 
man’s labor for himself, it is the spur under which he will do the 
most work: a it love, pity, sympathy—not compulsion—is the 
be motive of ss ices for others, is the spur under which 
he w lo the most g f others. We never do so well for 
others as we ) seives ind we do the highest good for 
others w wv it of « own free love, not because they have 
claims u Ilow 1 uusly perfect, how transparently 
clear, on on r su s is Christian morality. We 
never ca rt i sp l law, even to 1 hand’s breadth, 
without or r Wi ve man sna bear his own b irdens ; ” 
that is his his work—his toil—his daily occupation—his 
V | ye one another’s burdens that is our 
syvin —our love for those who are toiling and suflering for 
t selves, as W We must obey the former injunction before 
we « we must work for ourselves before we can 
have ) m { 

Now a fair representa of all classes of society, and bring 
them t ier In a community et the labor of some make up for 
Lhe ence ¢ weakness of others, by the operation ofa 
forced sys as now by deeds of charity and by the punish- 
ment I s iV the sysiem a triai—as opposed to our own 
pres } nd mark the resu Can the result be other than 

S t W { 1 love will d The the ry begins 
with others’ burdens instead of our own ; and the practical 
operation of it w ye, that some have been employed in heaping 

ens 1 others who have bowed to receive them, and forced 
has killed the ty for willing love. So says the trial of 
experien 

Again, experience has taught—and the Association theory scorns 
this lesson too— there is a certain degree of proximity to each 
other within which human beings may be brought with great advan- 
tage, but that if that just degree is exceeded dangers and annoy- 
ances of every sort will follow. It is best for each family of 
human beings to have a home of its own, and to meet with other 
families according to mutual assent as to terms and times. There 
are sacred privacies which must not be intruded upon. The build- 
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first by his resurrection from the dead, and the second by the send- 


Ing down of the holy spirit on his dise ples. The converts from 


among the Gentiles observed t 


} 


em also, but only for the latter of 
these reasons. With respect to the birth of the Saviour, as they 
did not know precis« ly the day, or the month, or even the year of 
that event. they set apart no season for its commemoration. It 
seems probable that the Evangelists themselves were unacquainted 
with these dates, for they do not specify what they were in either 
case ; and Luke can only say, that Jesus was “ about thirty years 
of age” at the time of his b iptism. At the end of the second and 
the beginning of the third century, there was no information on the 
point in question ; at least no sure way of ascert ning it. l‘or one 
of the most eminent and learned Fathers* of that period tells us, 
that they who had endeavored by curious research to fix the day 
of the Nativity had arrived at different conclusions ; that some refer- 
red it to the 19th of April, and others to the 20th of May. He 
himself adopts neither of them, but leaves the subject as involved 
in hopeless uncertainty. In Egypt and in the East the festival of 


the Nativity was celebrated very early, though it is not known 


exactly how early: it was however on the 6th of January, and 
long continued to be so, although it is impossibl for us to deter- 
mine on what grounds. ‘There is no certain evidence that it was 


celebrated at Rome on the day of our present anniversary before 
the middle of the fourth century. Julius |., who was at that time 
Pope, determined it to the 25th of December. his, however, was 


only for his own Church at first and for the western churches. 


Those of the East retained their own customs for about twenty-five 


years tonge! when the Ro n method acquired the prete rence, 

1d was introduced successively at Antioch and Constantinople, 

p \ the influence of an eloquent B shop,? who presided 
over ¢ ol eat aioceses In turn. 

nthe lf rth ce iry, then, of our era, We are to p ice the first 

i 1 of liversarv and | tr phan establishment 

n most parts of Chi n world ln m parts, is all that we 

can aflirm, for it wa pt ibly not a ypted at Jerusalem till about 


seventy years after the death of the Pontiff who appointed it; and 
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the 6th of January was maintained in its stead by the African 


Churches so iate as the sixth century. 


It becomes a curious subject of inquiry therefore, what circum- 
stances led to the selection of the day which is now evé ry where 
observed. It is evident that no new light had been suddenly 
thrown through that obscurity. in which the exact time of our 


Lord’s birth had been hidden for three hundred years. No ancient 
and authentic record had been just drawn out from the ruins of the 


Jewish institutions and the poor remnants of their annals, to deter- 


mine that time. No plausible traditions could have led to it, for it 


was too late even for them No established usage was in favor ol 
this computation of it, for the little and uncertain usage that there 
was rather opposed it. It might be rash to speak confidently ona 
subject on which perfect certainty cannot be attain 1; but the 
mention of a few facts w make ir extreme¢ oba , that 
the winter solstice was ected for the f val of t Nativity, 
because the sun that point begins to return to our hemisphere, 
ringing with him a gradually re o |e 1 of tl y it 
idding to it, it may be, only a e minute that minute t 
~ 

promis¢ of summer time. 

The ancient nations saw with uneasiness that king, that divinity, 
as they styled the sun, receding from them farther and farther, 
I ng late to h 3 ta k ind re ( l 1 il \ Lf nt 
wearied in ( rse, and leavil ! I to ¢ ! 1 DY Insen- 
sible degrees on his dominion. And when pped i t fear- 

Py 

ful retreat, when he dire | towards em again his beneficent 
way, they marked that period with festival a ¢. This 

as the case ¢ ee 1] . Be Bae i oe 
was the case amon them ail, trom | y » { } i | winter 
solstice was a season of religious pomp. In Eevypt Persia they 
then celebrated the birth of the I ' er ¢ rent 1 S 
and at Rome there were ceremonies inst n honor of the in 

he day devoted to these ceremonies \ 25th of December 
Not that the winter s ce fall pre on ' n tl 
( ervance oft pub c sole} ( men i iter 
exact caicuiations : be es t t wW ( } Dy! ent 
instance to arrive atthem. The fuet ver Is nott contro- 

ee ee Se ee | ( shat = lecreed ¢ 
verted, that since the tme of Julius I it day was decreed to 


be the civil and religious solstice of 
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could be more natural then, than that the Bishop of Christian Rome 
should seize on so obvious, so remarkable an analogy ; that he 
link it worthy of the Divine providence, to send to us the 
light of his salvation at the very time when it was returning over us 
the natural sun? It seemed admirable, that while the Pagans were 
exulting in the approach of the king of the year, the Christians 
should be hailing a spiritual Prince and Saviour; while the Pagans 


were payin iomagt )a mere orb suspended in the sky, kindled by 


its Maker’s breath, and if he please to be turned into darkness, they 


should be pouring out their thankfulness for “ the day-spring from 


on high?’ There is something indeed beautiful in this analogy, 


which has been fondly dwelt upon by many writers from that age 


to our own. <A Christian poet, who lived at the close of the fourth 
century, uses language so remarkable as this with respect to it :— 
W tt tth un 
( ir th i 
| ¢ Christ's + a it 
I t f « 
TI ¢ Riel | | P ht sae 
he same eloquent bishop, whom we have mentioned already as 
chnieuly instrumenta in extending the observance of this day into 


t] Kaste 1 provinces of the Empire, thus writes :-—" You speak 
of tl birth of the Invincible. Who is this Invincible, if not our 
Lord? Youcall it the birth of the sun ; it is he who is the true sun.” 
In the m e of the fifth century we find the Roman Pontiff, 
Leo the Great, cautioning the faithful against listening to those who 
represented this venerable festival as being hallowed not so much 
on account of the birth of Christ, as on account of the return or 
annual birth of that great luminary ; and it is remarkable, that he 
ld have been obliged to forbid the turning of the face towards 
the East in prayer, on the morning of Christmas day. It is likely 


therefore that there were believers, who even then assigned the 


shou 


same motive for the choice of this particular day, which has just 
been represented as the most probable. 

And it was a laudable motive. Far be it from us to fasten it as 
a reproach on the ancient Church. It did well to appoint a partic- 
ular season for praising God, that he had sent his Son Jesus Christ 
into the world for its moral and religious illumination. And since 


there were no means of ascertaining that season, it judged wisely 
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to select for its representative the one which had most to recom- 


mend it for that purpose. Here it found such an one, already sep- 
arated as holy in the customs and fee nes ot the people - and why 
| t notava tseill of the advant » « { ily when the tran- 
& 1 Was SO easy and so happy from obit I ve one to the 
more gio ( ects of the oth In s yf this W are not 
san ont ( ol {s ; we ire comune ra an 


' 
sprendid sof Heathen dev : ynivert 1 to its 
own ust threw them ¢ to 1 iL ull i made then 
sanctuaries tf | faith 1d ' them to the One ,iving and 

Vy e, W j n n ! ( vert ! iptize anew 

in Oo} i iken W - ) t 1 to < from 

2 e ta na OL the i ) ‘ Ss ‘iaker, Irom the 

, ol 

ena \ Ss Of tra I \ nm i ray ¢ } 
| ithe ( , 


an ol n to e ol Ss , day 1 ( stendom It is of no 
( Ist ( eto it what lt ot tle l- 
ding to Jewish or R in ly r comput : Master 
was born llow do ( 1 « faith, or | Cc, ¢ ny thing 
but i ( W 1 of Sc 7 ! ; | time that 
ont pa yeart ( i 1 itl | ave but a 
divine tam was laid in a ma er at Dethle m We only want 
to commemorate in company the event itself: to have a common 
centre, round w! i the refl and syt s of his dis ples 
may gather together ; to be : to stop « n the revolu- 
tion of every sun, and saYV, ‘This is. the eason when the birth of 
Jesus ist subject of thanksgiv ng inthe wo 1 that he came to 


are engaged with an innumerable | 1 blessing the advent of 
the one who came for the many: and it the voice of ow ascrip- 


1 


tions is mixed with the chorus of the ransomed earth Now the 
hi 


cumstances, out of which was revealed the glory of the Lord. 


1 ' , i i . 7 ; — 
h and the low look back together on the poor and heipiess cir- 


y 
rs =) i 


Now the learned and the ignorant rem cifts of the wise 
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men of the East, laid before an infant who was to grow up supe- 
rior to their best pl sophy, thouchastran er to itall. Now the 
who are made as one by the imperfections and burthens of mortal- 
; . + ¢ ] ‘ } } ¢ 19 « 
ity recoun he vis 1 of **a multitude of the heavenly host, and 
the praise and the benedictions of immort il ton ues. We can 
desire no more than such associations and assurances as _ these. 
Ther ] ‘ A . } i a 1 know the 
hey would not have ie@ir ellect increased, if we could Know the 
very instant at which each event was transacted. But are they 
not greatly heightened by the analogy just described,—by the com- 


parison of those Pagan observances with our own, which have 


the coming o! Christ 


_ 
— 


taken their 
r . + * ¢) 1,] } 4 | 

into our part of the moral world resembles the return of the sun 

towards our part of the natural world. ‘To tell in what various 

respects the resemblance holds, might seem too fanciful, and would 


at best be only to repeat what has been often repeated before. 


But still we cannot avoid being m presse 1 with it. The Gospel is 
everywhere presented to us as light; like that, glorious in its 
course, genial in its influence, and the medium through which all 
obiects are truly dis rned. God himself is light ; and the Author 


of our faith | } tevealer of his counse ls is pre d cted by the 


last of the Pi ets as “* the Sun of righteousness, with healing in 
his wings.”? It will be well for us to rejoice that it Is up over the 
nat ,and that it shall continue to go forth with still an earlier 
rising and a more ardent strength. No change of seasons shall 


ever carry it away into a wintry feebleness. No power shall 


‘ 2 1] ‘ . , . . 
check its progress. No eye shall witness its failing glories. Con- 


quering and yet to conquer shall its course be, till that vision of 
the Apocalypse shall be fulfilled,—** there was no more night.” 

It may be of little consequence whether we observe this Christ- 
mas-tide or not; whether we join with so many of our brother- 
believers in ancient and present times, or hold fast to our Puritan 
peculiarity. But ok ! that * the day-spring,” which it undertakes to 


commemorate, may rise on our un lerstandings in wisdom, on our 


convictions in faith, on our dispositions in obedience, on our affec- 
tions in charity,—dispersing the shadows and thick mists that hang 
over the prospect of death, and guiding our feet into the way of 
peace. N. L. F. 
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as the discovery of a copy of 
h a sensation? Was not the 

to priest and scribe and 


Law as familiar to their eyes and 


re they not written on 
ind gates of the houses ? 

teach them diligently unto thy 
when thou sittest in thine house, 
ry, and when thou liest down and 


halt bind them for a sign upon 


frontlets between thine eyes ?” 
k of the Law shall not depart out 
therein day and night, that 
‘ + 4} > 
written therein 
! nd then thou shalt 
| 
vi ere ( t tl ~ ook 
l » Such } ol he ly 


to the ac nt in Deuterono- 
| made an end of 


a book, until they were finished, 


Iwriting of their ancient lawgiver 
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n for centuries lost by tne care less- 
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the temple, was now for the first time brought out of dust and 
obscurity into the | cht of day ? It seems s nevular ndaee don sucha 


} 


supposition, that we find no mention, in the Chronicles of th 
; 
ous administrations, o- the ark and 


that too, when Moses had commanded that once in every 


] ] 


years, at the feast of Tabernacles, this 


the Law hav ng been los 


00k should Cc broug 


seven 


ht out 


and read publicly in the hearing of all Israel. We do not, it is true, 


on the ot tl 


, : ; } 1. , 
ier hand, meet with ery mention of the original book of 


the Law, or of any one partic r book of the Law consecrated to 


the purposes of the temple. But here s one found, which we 
I 

naturally infer from the language had for a long time been lost. 

* |] have foun 1,” says the priest, ** the | ik of the Law in the house 


of the Lord.” The priest indeed himself, so far as appears from 


vt 
the narrative, expresses no astonishment, nor special interest in the 
discovery, but simplv states the fact and transfers the volume to 
the ser Bu e scribe s wn al Had he then 
never the Law of t Lord, of na is l me King, the 
book of the statutes of the J 1 tl ) _- even the scribe 
never read ve lore Ur I fa tt fam precepts ind 
ron ; ' n 1 wed and 

promises and biessings and « s com n this aged and rever- 


end dress give them a new meanil » his eyes and a new power 


over his heart ? And then, too, the king hims f.—had he 


never 


read the statutes of the kingdom which he governed as vicegerent 


of the King of kings; and that too, when it is said expressly that 


he ** walked in all the way of David his father?” He must have 


been familiar with the Law of Moses, the Law by which he 


] +] had f t 

erned 3; } sh he had not indeed learned any great respect 
from his { ier’s example. It seems inert le that he shou 
have en perfectly familiar with the existence and the ae 


contents at | tof the Law of the realm of Judah. And ye 


OL tis tl ill nis! 1uS, O 


foyv- 


for it 


ld not 


neral 
t can 


r fan- 


cying Ul it | | I, thie oric nal « my or t ‘ f the Law fave 
; words . treme s is by 
his sei ¢ his ministers with the m e, “Co ye, re of the 


Lord for me and for the people and | ] . ning the 


words of this book that is found : fo it is the wrath of the 


Lord 


that is kindled against us, because our fathers have not hearkened 


words of this book to do accordu fy unto all that 1s W 
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I cannot conceive, however, of any other at all probable way of 
explaining the matter than the supposition, that this venerable, 
perhaps dusty and decrepit volume, coming out of its hiding-place, 
like a thing of intelligence and consciousness, like a prophet in 


rags, spoke to the pious king with the voice of Moses himself out of 


the darkness of the tomb of ages, with the very voice of Jehovah 


out of the holiest of holies, out of the hiding-place s of his terrible 


majesty, giving a new and supernatural meaning and authority and 


power to words which, familiar as they were to every Jew, had 
been for centuries so palpably slighted and violated by the Jew- 
ish kings and people. And what an impression must have been 
produced when, as is re corded in the chapter following that of our 
text, “the king went up into the house of the Lord, and all the 
men of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and 
the priests and the prophets and all the people both small and 
great; and he read in their ears all the words of the book of the 
covenant which was found in the house of the Lord. And the 
king stood by a pillar and made a covenant before the Lord, to 
walk after the Lord and to keep his commandments and his testi- 
monies and his statutes, with all their heart and all their soul, to 
perform the words of this covenant, that were written in this book : 
and all the people stood to the covenant.” No comparison can 


sive anything like an adequate idea of the sensation which was 


yrobably created in the breast of the young Jewish monarch and in 
| ; 
the congr tion of the pe ople, when t] 


came forth, like a prophet of vengeance, out of imprisonment, 


at ancient book of the Law 


obscurity and oblivion, to reason of righteousness, temperance and 
judgment to come upon the chosen people of the Lord. 


The narrative upon which we have been commenting suggests 
many reflections, upon which it may be wholesome for us as 


+ 


subjects of the new dispensation, as receivers of the Christian rev- 


elation, soberly to dwell. If | have rightly interpreted this remark- 


able narrative, it was tl very familiarity of the sacred book in 
the m sof t pe e, contrasted with the general disregard and 
forget! ess of its solemn and awful pre lictions, which gave the 


discovere copy of it such a m chty hold of all hearts. But, does 
not the case stand with us very much as it did with the Jews? 
‘To us the New Testament is emphatically the book of the Law. 


14 
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examination of Scripture texts. 
student of Scripture, who merely ask 
al | 


The Bible is written 


ing to the most fervently poetic 


argumentative. 
historical, now hortatory, now 
Each part must be read i 


The 


doctrinal. 


in which it was written. canting 


in which we used to learn to read the 
that is found under the sacred cov 


He 


or there, and proposes still the same ql! 


poe 


*RIPTURES. 


is not a true 
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tical, and now 
laspirit corres] 
i i 

and constraine 
Bible in the s« 

S—TLie SUDILLITNI 


and the most common-place suggestion—were equally 





























and thorough 


g taucht here 
he s attend- 
most purely 
is. Itis now 
d lac ind 
onding to that 
l tone of voice 


il all 


Ss, as 


St revelation, 


note-worthy, 


corresponds very well to the tone of Z in which it is often read, 
the dull, vague, indiscriminate feeling of something between respect 
and dread with which it is coldly and distantly regarded. Verily 
‘** the letter killeth ;” the spirit only, the spirit of rty, maketh 
alive. Only the free, not the frigid soul can rightly reverence the 
sacred Scriptures. But we stand before them or sit under them as 
if there were some magic power in the time- owed words to 
plant the truth in our hearts without any earnest eflort on our part 
to master their meaning or to re e their t 

Any one who has no better ev e of the i 1 of the 
Scriptures, than that his parents or his } st vi ] per- 
haps frightened him into th {, (as t ca so many,) 
may indeed whenever | sees t volume exp 1 certain 
emotion of dread, but that « W pass away W iv en- 
ing any desire to ex re t holy volume a ' ; trea- 
sures to the information of e i erstan ral inprove- 
ment of the heart llow many, who \ vi word in 
the B ile to be div ne y ind Spt y s X S ud 
and barren { 1 on the subjec id ta j , Luat because 
the werds are God’s, they must no ead at stood as 
words are in other and o1 ry cases erpret- 
ed on the ord nary n ple of inte , but 
verse alter vei must be read ( i- 
rate article of faith, ar ! 1 ! i f 
meaning ot one passa ce »\ 1 \\ m 
self wise above wha W li x 
of reveiatu 
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OBEYING THE TRUTH. 


When we speak of “obeying the truth,’ we mean a specific 


thing We speak of a con 1 of the soul, rather than of any 
s e exertion, or class of CX iS To this condition there are 
many names given, and **« ence to the truth” is one of the 
est. In { } n of expression, it is the filial se rvice of our 
Maker ; for God istruth. When holiness, righteousness, heavenly- 
mindedness are the objects for which we ve, we live for him. 
Wi sta n we of ( ( l i ( ness, us we do of his 
, P — shint 1} ’ we eee ee 
n esty. | S » these hat we should be devoted, and that in no 
vag ind merely general way. As we would be possessed with 
it and saved by it, we a to have a clear and living perception cf 
what the t 1 is, and what itis tous. Weare to know whether 
t is an abstr n dw ng in far-oll and my regions, or a 
reality to eX { personally in our individua hearts, and 
: ] | =" } { 7 | OO? ' 
em ,ina san ea 1 an nov forms, In oul 


daily lives; whether it is a still p vol reserved somewhere in the 


universe for occasional use, or a swelling deep embosoming us 
and sending quickening impulses and bright revel itions in upon the 
constant currents of our emotions and thoughts. ‘To obey the truth 
is not to f vy the windings of any speculative opinion, though 


that 1s no insignificant labor. Itis not tos ipport or to ext nd any 


sect l ik 1 from another, though one may much better 
leserve extension than the rest. It is not to espouse the cause 
and enlisted among the followers of any founder of a system, 


1 | . } 
Wit I Lie system embrace less or more of wisdom. It is to 


acknowledge the Author of the religious nature. It isto adhere 
conscientiously and unquestioningly to principles that cannot be 
unsaved It s to revere so p foun Vy in iaw, that by virtue 


only can we De i that we were destine | to be, as oO jeave no vari- 


ance between virtue itself and our purposes. It is to walk with 
God, loving his pleasure, doing his will, rejoicing in his presence. 
It is to be vy. striving alter perfection 


Such obedience to what is true, spiritually and unchangeably 
true, and to the Being who is truth, scatters away, how swiftly ! 
the falsities that creep, if we are careless, so contin ially upon our 
characters. But then there are foes to this obe dice nce. There 
are obstacles to it, and we are exceedingly prone to look for them 
without us sooner than within us. It seems sometimes as if the 
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grow cool, the weakness that has allowed purity to be sullied, the 
ambition that has been impatient of int nt ¢ the avarice that 
has plunged de ply into pe s ha S, the i and passion 
that blot « linear s ol ( oO i { \ eness of 
the brute We iScI te Sul eV to some 
agency from abroad But we sophis e, W 1 wi »sO against 
the purest ison. Weh ler seives ( W y re sing to 
see that itr eC ¢ " ( nd pursued al ri ed W 1 our 
own hearts re God Ifa man ssi vi sted 
In hisendeay il r we uy tis i a 7 W spel S 
been ( m hit t of his re . ») Wave lf is 
t] ohits \ nade t 0 \ 1 him t out 
ne é yecaus ‘ lL av of his m vl ef 
o ' . . , i 
’ id « S , ( r with 
| r i S ) ss S S I y 
h ) 1 beaten down a \ r 1 ol 
\ Its stand eter \ , that no exter e has 
h red his 1 | righteous advancement, ex ere was a 
consenting to n the sp ( Ss) 
Do we assert, tl t e, tha sno pow 1 n, I 
S ry n \ ( trie ( ) Wi i re an 
iw! pow i a s rs ery Bu we I niain 
that t ve evel e tf *s form as w g 
or $ mpo BS i I 5 ‘| ( I my} ilion S th ( ) 
which we to ert | with us, to be indeper nt and 
unharmed if we will ? yourself amidst eager so ations to 
dishonesty and if there be weakness at the mé ‘ re of your 
being, if there be not rectitude there, 1 e love of God and ven- 
eration for the right, then you are at t temptation’s mercy ; and 
itwill have no mercy But if there be fixed and lofty principle 
enthroned’ in its rightful s¢ ut, you will 1 feel that your honor has 
been assailed you will hardly know that an enemy has confront- 
ed you. No: thank Heaven, the strength of sin is not invincible 
If it gains the mast ry, it gains it ina warfare in which we are 
more than its equals; in which God is our helper and the hope 
of immortality our inspiration. It subdues us to the slavery of 
error, because a free ob« nce to truth was not our che 
























be 


may 


considered not so much a separate work, as an introduction to a 
complete treatise on the Christian character and lif ‘They have 
no connexion with each other, except as they may have a common 
tendency to promote holy living. Their object is to awaken the 
Christian spirit, rather than to describe the perfect Cliristian life ; 
and while t Vy incuicate spe ‘ific duties and warn aga nst specific 
sins, tl! r leading design is to excite and strengthen the devout 
spirit that w ead us always to perform all duties. The sanctifi- 
cation of the affections and the consecration of the whole man to 
God must precede the most faithful and efficient performance of 
individual duties. A just regard to God must furnish the induce- 


ment to our activity. ‘* From the love of man we do not necessa- 


rily rise into the ve of God; but from any true love of God we 


: : : ' , , 
cescend tnto the love of man-—his chiid, his image, the 


( t of his benediction, and the sharer of his immortality. 
[he manner in which these discourses are composed is very 
unequal. In some the author seems to have kept carefully insight 


the fact, that he was a public speaker as we llas a writer; and to 


have labored as much for rhetorical effect as for logical accuracy. 
An ungenerous critic might say he walked on stilts. In others, the 
style is remarkable for its beautiful repose, reminding us of the 
subdued and chastened eloquence of the late Dr. Greenwood. 

We recommend the volume to our readers as the production of 
an enlightened Christian mind, full of earnestness and power and 
love of souls. It was composed because the author had something 
to say on the highest subjects of human thought, because his heart 
overflows with sympathy for the ill 


Iness of laboring for their removal. He 


s of man, and because he has 


felt for himself the bless¢ 
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plet on ot 


power which many have fel 
There is 


opinions which the writer 


a peculiar interes 


Channing 


first Covenant adopted by the church of Leominster upon its 
organization, on the day on which Mr. Rogers was ordained It is 
an admirable ¢ ment, both for its free 1 » points of doubt- 
ful disputation, and for e prominence given throughout to the 
personal and social virtues of t } s 4 el it S 
another proof tothe many which mig ( that ** th 
Covenants of our oldest churches contained only a eral confes- 
sion ol belie fin he Div ne origin ¢ f « r re su ( ency ( f 
Scr pt re as a rule of fin ind pl ‘e. and a promis to sup] t 
a Christian profession by Christian life.” We quote here th 
words of Dr. Bancroft, than whom no authority upon such points 
can be higher, and who in his instructive Discourse upon the com- 


a fifty years’ ministry has sh 


Cevenants of the first churches in Boston, Salem, and others of the 

eldest date, that © the V did not embrace the pec 1larities, which 

since that period have been the cause of dispute and division 

among the disciples of a common Master.” 

A Dis OURSE on the Characte ran Writing oO} Re Willia l 
E By Orvill De Pastor of; the 


ery ( hanninge, dD. D. 


Church of the Messiah in Ne York New Yorl 1843. pp. 

iS, Svo 

Wuen we heard this discourse, while there were portions that 
thrilled us as we are seldom thrilled, 1 was something, or th 
want of something, that made the whol ipression incomplete ; 
there was a kind of disappointment. jut we have read the dis- 
course, and that feeling no longer remains. Besides the passages 
wh *h r one s soul is th S( on Na; ( nh. on siavery ind oO! Dr 
Channing’s peculiar power as a preacher, there is an analysis of 
his more private and inward life, that separates this sketch from all 
the others that have been made. i ! to the con- 
versation of that great man, Dr. D stinction and 
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held when he fir 





















hown, by reference to the 


, but which few could describe so well. 
also, from the position and different 


st knew and heard Dr 

















upon me, of the first sermon | 


ever heard from him. §S | confess too, that holding then a faith 
somewhat different from | s, | stened to him with a et rtain degree 
Of distrust and pi e? ‘These barriers however soon gave 
Way ; and such was the effect of the simple and heart-touching 


truths and tones which fell from his lips, that it would have been a 


me to have bowed my head and to have wept without 


restraint throughout the whole service. And yet I did not weep ; 


for there was something in that impression too solemn and deep 


What a beautiful testimony to both! The St se is indeed a 
delicht{ l e from one high nature to another Chi spirit tl it 
pervades it all Sus more than Ils powel We are g 1, that at 
this distance of time an image which has been growing brighter, 
n fa é ily presence was withdrawn, should be 
re ved a ( vet more, by one who wus admitted to 
p' wiar priv es ol int macy and communion, with peculiar pow- 
ers of description. And if the discourse needed any apology or 
appropriateness, it was foul din the recurring * annivers iry Sun- 
day” of Dr. Channing, on w 1 it was first delivered 
in Ww own pulpit; and was repeat vefore the Conven- 


tion at Providence on tli precise anniversary of that event. 


\ pe r 1 son for the delivery a ly ) 1 of th Dis- 

ct ex ie | 1) ‘ iM di wa lor a I 1 
I i rin B i } \ pers ulv, exten- 
vely wn and esteen ) tcity. Mr. Burnap 
SK gracelully, a with truth to the subject 
I] \ first Of the naturainess of the feeling that | ompts such 


tributes of memorial to good men, and commends the practice as 
wise. ‘The events of Dr. Greenwood’s history are briefly sketched ; 


16 
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some analysis of his intellectual and moral traits, and of his char- 


acter as a minister, is intermingled with these details; and calm, 


unexaggerated expressions 


his singular worth. At the 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


are 


tation of an absurd impression, 


has been extensively spread, that “as death drew near, Dr. 
Greenwood manifested a disposition to return to th dogmas and 
discipline of the Catholic Church.” Mr. Burnap takes the occasion 


to show that in one sense, and that ** the h 


the term,” every Liberal Christian is a true Catholic. 


character is made toa 
its expression, rather than 


analysis,” the principles of 


in their connexion with these 


eulogy—the more impressive from its manifest justice. Mr. Rob- 


t 


ve 


’ 
i 


which we are surprised to learn 


S an | 0) er 1, 1843 
i r of Church Boston 
16, Svo 

mil r of > ( irch 
nm uliy | ind ¢ il 
tob S service 
S As a 
r ete S Was consistent W l 
| iOT ince i L ( 
on e events Ww 1 were in fact 
( l lL minut ind elaborate 
haracter are so clearly presented 
its, that the Discourse becomes a 


bins was naturally led to trace th history of his predecessor’s 





ypriately chosen, to recall 


a passage Is devoted to the refu- 


hest and best sense of 
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connexion with the Second Church with the most minuteness, 


and there in the delivery closed the first part of his Discourse. 


He then speaks more briefly of Dr. Ware’s life at Cambridge, and 
of his subsequent residence at Framingham, and after describing 
with singular beauty the nature of his last illness, draws a portrait 
of his character, every line of which is discriminating and just ; 


h words of consolation addressed to the near 


and concludes wi 
mourners, in which he has followed a custom that formerly pre- 
vailed in the New England pulpit, but which we think modern 
taste has ve ry properly reject d.—The Appendix to this Discourse 
contains documents and notes of much interest. The pamphlet 
is all that we could desire, till the appearance of the Memoir which 
we are glad to learn will be prepared by one altogether fitted to 


execute so important and delicate a work. 

Mr. Gray’s Sermon offers a rapid review of the principal 
the character of one, who through the genuineness of his 
character left a similar impression on all hearts. He speaks par 
ticularly of Mr. Ware’s humility, benevolence, and faith, and by 


the tone of feeling which he discovers shows not only how just was 


his appreciation of these qualities, but how fervent was his admira- 
tion of the character in which they were combined. A paragraph 
at the close of the sermon notices very impressively * the inroads 
death has of late made in the ministry.” 


CoMMUNION WITH THE UNSEEN. A Discourse delivered in the 
First Congregationa! Unitarian Church, Sunday, Oct. 1, 1843. 
By William H. Furness, Pastor. Printed by request. Phila- 
delphia. 1843. pp. 16, Svo. 


Mr. Furness, like many of his brethren, could not but notice in 


his pulpit the work of death in our denomination, especially in the 


extinction of those three lights which had shone so luminously 
among us. On the anniversary of the departure of the brightest 
of those lights, he was called by their recent removal to speak of 


Greenwood and Ware in connexion with Channing, and of each of 

















Views or tHe Lorp’s Surrer. A Sermon preached Sunday 


morning, Sept. 3, 1843, l the First Congregational Society 


Soci b n: b. HH. Greene, 1843. pp. 25, 8s 


1 m } nd m » a : 4 gecest ol 
rep ( ris ins ere s grea nec | t 
cons s, of such discussions as Mr. Farley here brought 
het if his pcCuy Phe ba ire, Ul « ( .f il ol iit 

i ! 

13 , ’ ° , 
Lord Supper need to be set I nin } g re ind earnest 
res llow can we account f negiect of this In won 
by so! y of tl I ir al S 11 san l except by 
t . 
the prev of { notions of S < er, yana nee 
ot that! go of pers concern W 1 eve e of Jesus 
cucht to acknowledge in this mem il of his love Lhe compar- 
atively small number of communicants must be an occasion of 


grief with any pastor who longs to see his people in the use of every 


means of spiritual improvement. Mischievous doubts, groundless 


fears, various misconceptions, hinder thousands from enjoying the 
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1 blood of the Lord, by vhich they 


! ‘ ! fy their hearts. enlarge their 
nfession”’ of their 
tT, 
i 
\] i S 1 d not assume to itself the merit of a 
t] xa n of every point connected with this subject— 
\ ‘ rtoatreatise rather than toa si ole discourse. 
not $s the most ymmon misconstructions of the ordinance, and 
by re rence to th original circumstances of its institution sets 


forth its design and character. ‘The nature of its influence is 


explained, and the impropriety of restrictions with which in 
modern times it has been surrounded is exposed. Some four or 
five pages are « ed in showing the distinction between the 
formal and ceremonial religion of Moses and the more spiritual 


character of Christianity, which might better have been exhibited 
in a single paragraph; but the whole discussion is made to bear 
upon the great point of a celebration of the Lord’s Supper by all 
who believe in his authority or love his name. 


AN \ ESS i the Pr vention of Pauperism. By Walt r 
( wing. Boston. 1843. pp. 84, 12mo. 
Tuts is a valuable pamphlet, on a subject of undeniable impor- 


tance and difficulty. The author has thought much and labored 


earnestly for the prevention of a great, and with our advancing 
population, a growing evil; and his views are entitled to that 
respect which deep feeling and careful reflexion and no narrow 
experience may rightfully claim. The several distinct propositions, 
under which he arranges his leading views, we should not perhaps 
in the general statement be ready to question ; though from some of 
the inferences connected with them we must dissent. More par- 


ticularly, when under the first proposition he objects to pews in 


our churches,—and asks, ‘does not the present system of special 


appropriations of the house of God concur with all other forms of 


exclusiveness in producing and perpetuating poverty ?’’—we confess 
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ourselves unable to enter into the obiections stated, or at least, we 


use| ~ ‘ er { |’ eric . 
is { l ( t l Ol ms 

and to the val is dil | " ( ~ has made 

the subiects of I r 7 ] ra { i) 


thorough scholarship is spreading through our country, he 


‘ 
Liv 








nker and 
heir 

r advo- 

minence 
ly, anua 

w, and 
ission or 


] \ , nor 


what Ss cood 


mark 
may faire 
| hie x 


Past. 





























pamphlet of no larger dim« 


nates its real merits from its false pret s. | | 
maintains that ** peace, a 1 not e \ t 
element of t scholar’s li ” and urges a pe \ 
negative or a relative, statement of opinions. 

An Ami an Tract Fi e TI r ] 

earnest plea in behe f ( B 

of the University of B W. I 

& Co. 18438. pp- 22, 12mo. 

AN ambitious title to a small performance We know 1 
whom these pages proceed ; but as they carry with them 
the authority of a nai nor the force of | eXxce 
fear that they will have but | ‘ re r the 
which they treat. Yet the writer is justly imp ed by s 
the tendencies that have of late th: tl ves into 1 
spe aks with an honest heart But his remarl \ mer 
what might be said, and betray haste, or at least « ( 
the composition. ‘The special object and « yn of his re 
“© a sort of transcendental sense, which leads men * * * t 
there is to be gotten * * without severe met | dise p! 
without honest, cautious, straight-forward effort.” The cl 
of the readi 7 which is prov led by “the times’—the 
books” which are offered | h to « en and to er mil 
German “ Transcenden sm w i f 
us ; the prevalent want of thoughtfulne a t of 
tual toil as the condition of learning n *© nr 
sentiment,” with *“* the love of innovation and « e: 
topics on which he touches. ‘To tl ( 
sition,” and to counteract the * infl e of as y 
education,” he directs attention to t Rev 
culture of ** what is sound and sobs tit scien 
to the preservation of “ the natio 
expression which belong to our n nour | ma 
such compass and variety it is but a we w! in be 
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INTELLIGENCE 


Orvination at Meapvitie, Pexn.—On Thursday evening, October 
12, 1843, Mr. Frederic Huidekoper was ordained in Meadville, as 
an hy ippere list. | he church was fille d with a li roe and attentive congre- 
gation, made up of the members of thi various religious societies in the 
place, some of whom had probably never been in the Unitarian church 
before. The services were conducted entirely by Rey. Mr. Hosmer of 


Buflale. and Rev. Mr. Clarke of Boston, except the Concluding Prayer, 


} 
which was offered by Rev. Mr. Huidekoper. Mr. Clarke preached the 
Sermon, and gave the Right Hand of Fellowship; Mr. Hosmer gave the 
( ree nd made the O ining Praye 
| text of e sermon was from 2 Corinthians iv. 5: “For we 
prea not oO elves, but Christ Jesus the Lord.” The preacher 
pre | | Phe theme of Christian preaching. It is given 
in the text, ' | : lv. We { to pre ourselves ; 
Wi pre ( =t I! rst ke « I val \\ san which 
one s | sine it bis « t to exhibit bim 
al tw = > ¢ 1] {tel ! to | own t ( Is, e} ucnee or 
0 i tiv md: or by pres ing lis own 
, 11 ories f Clirist, instead « pre ne Christ himself 
Mr. ¢ then sy of the way ot | eh ( t, first, as the Son 
\i es (God; thirdly, as the Mediator; fourthly, 
= . Under thes ‘ escribe f] ce between 
Unit ! t ‘ sont ints, spoke of 
| | 
nel t fia \ l | mn of Clirist, of 
é | ( ~ l « | 1 | to the 
i t ves lividual faith in 
les 
Phe societs Mi | | large, is thy condition, 
— ~ ! ! Sunday 
ce t \W - d that 
uid wes not l to be ! y at present, 
) t va I [ \ ‘ i © it i I orth- 
est ! t ? ! tl orty miles from Lake Erie, and 
het . t tv Pitts! It is very pleus- 
s I : ot Al College, of whos li unde i. 


ecoiec- 
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f 1, but the things themselves will remain. They 

(dl ture, and linportant if not necessary agen- 
, ng the object 

l. st is t in its influences and 

( stian character. It 

ws 1 snl elements. 

es, since he is 

iM Clirist-like are 

= \ na loved: 

| a 1, the still speak to us, « illing 

< of sell ure and Christian philanthropy. But with 
( be pre s. Christ ity has not yet accomplishe d 
It is its vast di lital pows It has so prove d 
: dl still 4 ins its original vigor This great 

= 1 | tron ( I d into the h nds of 


briet exhorta- 


arken to 


( ( ( the « ef p! Hhic and 

s ( ’ ~ urged as \ i the sanction oft 
yperie upon the young triend to whom it was 

l Rt t Hand of Fellowship conveyed a_ brief but 
> the relativ ltr d, in whom the spe ike r greeted 

| | 1 | spent i his own, and who had 


i Ss ims OF YN | l nd love. Irn the 
~. rt s, Was set forth the duty ofa 
| » attend on divine wors ip, not as a 
4 t but from regard to their own 
j dl “ Ww iliy ( 

l s supped together after the services; and in 
cet ing and ol«d, w vathered in social meeting 

Hall, to ex inge salutations with their young pastor. 
G t red esignation of his pastoral couneection pre- 
( "1 ) full effeet on the Lord’s d i\ following 


Accordingly ort the afternoon of that day he preached a 





» hits we »p over Whom he was ordained on the 27th 

703, ti 2 Corimtl us xu 11; Rev. S Allen pre iched his 
ermol morning {re 1 Corinthians ix. 16; and the 

. ordi ion, Was thus one of deep and special interest. 
" be remembered, delivered recently his half century 
nmediately upon the decease of his colleague, Rey. George 


Rev. Mr. Allen is now sole pastor of the society 
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InsraLctaTion at Nasava, N. H.—On Wednesday, October 25, 1843, 
L. Arnold \i ned P ste t iP Nashua, 


yer, and 
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The other arrangements of the Installation were novel in their char- 
acter. Instead of a formal dinner, to which the clergymen and Council 
alone should be admitted, an elegant and abundant collation was provi- 
ded at the “ Central House,” where nearly two hundred gentlemen and 
ladies of the Society met the clergymen, and the remainder of the after- 
noon was spent in the pleasnres of social communion. Addresses, with 
appropriate musie at intervals, were made by Rev. Messrs. Osgood, 
Arnold, Miles, Thomas, Peabody, Pratt (Pastor of the Baptist Church,) 
and also by Ilon, A. G. Atherton, and Daniel Abbot Isq., who presided 
table. It was amone the gratifications of the occasion, that the 


sentiments of the Discourse were noticed with approbation by others 


than met iby rs ot our owl body. 





. 

Depication at Cuartestowy, N. 11.—The new meetinghouse in 
Charlest NU dedicated to the worship of Almighity God on 
Wi November 8, 1843. The services were performed in the 
follow [ | Collect sung Ly t choir; an original Hymn by 
tev. | W. L d: Introdu tory Pravet by Rey. Mr. Farmer of 
Wal) , N. He; Reading of the Scriptures, by Rey. Mr. Brown of 
Brattleboro’, Vt.; Hymn; Sermon by the pastor, Rev. Jaazaniah Crosby ; 
Anthem; P er of Dedication, by Rev. Mr. Livermore of Keene, 
N. H.; A Benediction by t Pastor. 

The sern was founded upon Ezra vi. 16: “And the children of 
Is kept the dedication of this house of God with joy.” After 
speak of the joy felt in the erection of a new house upon the ruins of 
the old one, which was burnt,—the beauty given for ashes, and the 


garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness,—the preacher showed that 
the act of dedication did not invest the place with any peculiar sanctity, 
except so far as it embodied the feelings of the worshippers. The 
service was for the soul, not for the walls. He dedicated the house to 
the one God, strictly speaking, not to a multiplied and incomprehensi- 
ble Godhead; to God as our Heavenly Father, revealed as such in 
nature, providence, and above all in the Gospel of his Son Jesus Christ. 
He dedicated it to Christian Liberty, Charity, Peace, and Holiness; 
upon ¢ ach pout amplifying in an appropriate manner, The discourse 
was concluded by practical remarks addressed to the members of the 
religious society, exhorting them to duty and improvement. 

The house was crowded in eve ry part by an attentive audience, not 
only from the town, but from other places in the vicinity. The edifice 
is of the Gothic order, quite pure, built of brick. It has a bell and 
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have as free course here as in England. Rev. Mr. Clark of Grace 
Church in this city, one of the most faithful and successful ministers 
whom we have ever known, (though as an editor we have sometimes 
wished he showed a more candid spirit,) has accepted an invitation to a 
church in Philadelphia.—The Baptists, we think, are among the most 
adventurous of our religious denominations. They must either have 
large pecuniary means, or great ik ith om the spre id of them px culiar 
doctrines, to enable them to multiply so fast their places of public 
worship. One of the neatest meetinghouses which we have seen for 
a long time has just been erected by tii Baptist Society at Jamaica 


Plain; the front is particularly worthy of notice. We were surprised, 


upon going into the late Tremont theatre in this city, to observe how 
convenient and spacious a room the congregation that intend worship- 
ping there have secured for their own use, It is well lighted, and the 


interior 1s arranged with a view to the best accommod 


est number of hearers.—The Methodists in this part of the country 


make less noise than in some other parts, but they give close attention 
to their various religious meetings, | ml nerease ot num- 
bers. The secessions that from time to time take place, ¢ those who 
cannot ¢ nadure thre yoke ot thei eecles tical orgal I nh, seen not to 
impair their strength We rejoice, with | y others besides those of 
his own denomination, in the return of Rev. Mr. Taylor, the minister of 


the Bethel church in this city, from his visit to the East, with suflicient- 


ly improved health to resume his laborious work.—Among the Trinita 
nian Congregationalists and Presbyterians we do not hear so much of 
late, as a few months ago, of “ revivals” in the ¢ ‘ . They certain- 
Jy attach less value than formerly to “extraordiuary” me ires, and 
depend more onthe usual m ns of insti *! nand HWnpression. l \} 

rience must have taught them some \ ial | SOs, \ 1 Cssity 
has been felt for speci | efforts to sustain or increase the lity of their 
large organizations for the spread of 1 gion in this and fofeign lands, 
Success has of course attended est I t that 
they had become necessary suge ts thee tion. whether t se nsSso- 
ciations had not been multiplied or enlarged be lt sympathies of 
the conere itions on whos sup aepe | r theu 
efficiency. At present attention is \ , | to thods by 
which the influence of the Romish ¢ may ( eracted o1 
undermined. ‘The system of colport has been ited in this coun- 
try as one ol the regular instrument ! ! | The 
Roman Catholic Church in the United sta i point of receiv- 
ing an accession of ecclesiastical dignitaries. Several new Bishops 


have been lately appointed to American dioceses, among whom we 

















INTELLIGENCE. 377 


observe the name of one as Assistant Bishop of Boston.—The Sweden- 
borgian Society of this city has in the course of years so increase d, that 
a site has been purchased for a new chapel, larger than that which they 
at present occupy.—The “ Miller Tabernacle” las become a place for 
the exhibition of “entertainments” on other days than Sunday. The 
professors of the “Secoud Advent” doctrine begin to fall back from the 
faith which they had received under this name, and a few months will 
probably see the delusion « xplode ad. 

‘To sum up our impressions in a single line:—the year has on the 
whole, we think, been a year of religious progress. ‘Truth has gained 
rather than lost ground, and Cliristianity is in a better position for 


extending its triumphs. 


INTELLIGENCE FROM Syracuse, N. Y., anp Western New York. 
We have received from a triend a letter written for our use, containing 


inte hig nee and remarks which we are elad to publish. 


I have just returned home from the Dedication of the “Church of the 
Messiah” at Syracuse. Our triends in that flourishing village have 
done well. ‘They have struggled into life, and their society is now per- 
manently established. None but those who have learned by experi- 
ence know what labors and sacrifices are attendant upon the building 
up of a religious society. Five years ago it was supposed that there 
were not more than two men in Syracuse who were Unitarians. About 
that time Mr. Muzzey spent a sabbath there. He was told that it would 


be in vain for him to preac h, as Unitarian was a term of reproach and 


not more than five persons in the whole vicinity prot ssed to be Unita- 
rians; but he did pre ich, because he would pre ach. This was the incep- 
tion of the good cause in that pl ice, And now a very chaste, beautiful 


church stands in the midst of the village, to testify that faith removes 


mountams: a re spectal le society ha 


ias been gathered; and in all that 
vicinity liberal views of Christianity are producing their good results, 
Brother Storer has done a good work there. His labors and sacrifices 
should quicken us all in our duties. 

At the Dedication it was cheering to see seven Unitarian ministers 
assembled in the centre of New York State :—Messrs. Storer of Syra- 
cuse, Emmons of Vernon, Buckingham of 'Trenton, Holland of Roches- 
ter, Van Tassel of Salina, Hosmer of Buffalo, and Rev. Mr. Parsons 
1S 
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movement for the winter. It was one of our regular monthly Lectures. 


This \ vi have est | ed Parish Lil ry, Which now contains 
bout 5 1] lest we have circulated among us forty 
sets 1) C Ks, i 1 son ot r rel ious boe ks and 


tracts. W wt | confid expectation that the harvest will 


ly VAL OF e Ry mwatTion.—On the 3lst of October, 1843, the 
, of 1 com cement of the Lutheran Reformation in 


1517 . lL byt ( rch of the Disciples in Ritchie Hall 


m of that event. An address was deliver- 
ed R VJ ( rke, eli y consis r of a narrative of 
t i" \ 1 to this resuit Remarks were made by other 
ih ! ns were s 


As ‘ rat ' rn, was held on the same day in the Uni- 
tarian ¢ IS _N \ , When Rev. G oree W. Llosme r deliver- 


Min aT LaRnGE.—We referred in an article a month or two 


since tos re s which had been made in the Christian Examiner 
7 VI t ° ] . ‘ ] ‘tial . 
‘ str iil 1) tins city, nd expressed out partia con- 


cul Liios renarks, M by of the iri ls of this Ministry have 


been disturbed by what was said in the Eraminer, and we think have 
show! n excess both of sei sibility and of apprehension. No one has 
denied ean deny, the usefulness of the Ministry as at present con- 
ducted ai us. The question whieh has been raised is simply, 
wheth 1 its present form ot operation—a form into which, as we 
have before said, it has been brouelit by the pressure of circumstances 

vi Val inthe true sense, and in the sense in which 
Dr. Tueckerm int led it should bear that name. | pon both these 
points we, t With the writer in t Eraminer, may have been 
mistaken, ‘I contidence with which others speak on the subject 
leads us to | ve we were, at! st to some extent. Stull it seems to 
us a quest that is open to discussion; and so far as Dr. Tuckerman’s 
own lang 3 concerned, it may be made to appear, by selecting 
passages of 0 Kind or the other trom his Reports, that he considered 


"Ow preachine, and now visiting, the more important means of influ- 
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ence. We are still of the opinion that he regarded the latter as the 


principal part of his work. But if we are wrong in this beliet,; we beg 
in justice that the entertaining of such an opinion may not be taken as 
equivalent to the cherishing of an unkind purpose towards an institu- 
tion, of which both the ka i ner and the Mis ry have always spoken 


with interest, 


UnrrTartan ConGrecation 1x Monrrear. L. ¢ We gave some 
months ago an account oft posit ol " {ni rian > tv in Mon 
tre il, il dl prepa Ib i il Wiha | sey iif Weeks With them. 
After Mr. Giles’s return to New England, Rev. Mr. Lord, formerly of 
Southboro’, preached there tor some t but declined eding to a 
request Va he would) permanently re no wil them. ailing 
in their atte Ipts to ¢ tit Lom te rom this ( wrhood, the 
congregation, some of whom were from “the old « trv.” wrote to 
Gre t Bri 1 nd fre] I cl subse 1} ha ~ me ot infor- 
mation wi it i ! ) ‘ | ., s tan uvitation 
to Rev J im ¢ d ol N l ine ltos t ha 1 
panied by a in rial to t Rt Pres > r for . 
ordi i ’ i i ~ at ~ } Presb tery 


tember 12, In43 Ri J nes D isot B brid pore di the sermon, 
from Rom S vill. 25 “Pp; \ rin ordination was ¢ tp uined and 
defended” by Rev. Mr. Orr of Ballvhemlin: Mr. Cord r, on request, 
made a “st vent of his views upon the more prominent doctrines of 


the Christian religion;” Rev. Mr. Orr offered the ordination prayer ; 
and Rev. Mr. Davis delivered the charge. The services were attended 
in the York Street Remonstrant meetinghouse in Belfast. On the next 
Friday evening Mr. Cordner was “entertained by his friends at a soiree 


and was presented by them with an address and a valuable collection 


of books,” previously to his departure toi Montreal. “ The assemblage 
wis larg ana « ly re spect ble.” I V. Dy. Mo tore ry presided, 
and the “address.” with Mr. Cordner’s rely, was read, and remarks, 
suggested by the oceasion or founded on “sentiments” thrown very 
nearly into the form of resolutto is Vv ii “Cust ned to styl them, 
were I | | Liié ihn i several « ie] ( Cre 


Mr. Cord: i ris d it Ne W Yo iw i SIX weeks since, and passed 
a few days there, and also in I On, Ol -W to Montreal. He 


earried w him to € dat il P| dl wishes of those 
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we shall lave church by next year. 
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ed state of the Cliristian w rid, and the 
sciples of different Communions are 
r with t uneasiness Wich actually 


MnO In Europe I uy signs indi- 
st sti ethan Gas been seen ih our 
\\ 1 Catholicism and Protestantism 
rane parti liarly, while the Romish 
lost power, We ar told that there isa 
tJ ips s yet searcely 1 telligible 


re ligious 
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from its commencement, b I itended that there shall be a some- 
what greater variety in the its. ill be strictly a religious 
aim at ibiting application Christianity, as 

ul movement of 

form of a revi Ww, 

ison a large r plan 

ad will also contain short 

religious life. 

issuing 

lishing a com- 

ite lligre nce will 

l events of gener- 
ther th 3 short obituary record, 

some ot the atures Which have distin- 

vill be introduced into the new jeurnal, without 
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